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an able administrator, of a type common enough
in other colonies, particularly in the next century,
serving both colony and mother country alike
and linking the two in a common bond. Under
him and his council Massachusetts suffered no
hardships. He confirmed all existing arrange-
ments regarding land, taxes, and town organiza-
tion, and, knowing Massachusetts and the temper
of her people as well as he did, he took pains to
write to the King that it would be helpful to all
concerned if the Government could have a repre-
sentative assembly. To grant the people a share
in government would, he believed, appease dis-
content on one side and help to fill an empty
treasury on the other; but nothing came of his
suggestion.

Throughout New England as a whole, the daily
routine of life was pursued without regard to
the particular form of government established in
Boston. In Massachusetts the election of depu-
ties stopped, but in other respects the town meet-
ings carried on their usual business. In other
colonies no changes whatever took place. Men
tilled the soil, went to church, gathered in town
meetings, and ordered their ordinary affairs as they
had done for half a century. The seaports felt